KU LTUSM I N ISTE R : ‘ : | EUROPAISCHE UNION
KONFERENZ

Pddagogischer

Austauschdienst

Education for Democracy in Schools

European Conference on

Living and Teaching European Values Today
7t — 9t May 2025 in Weimar

Venue: Leonardo-Hotel, Belvederer Allee 25, 99425 Weimar

Wednesday, 71" of May

from 12 o'clock Registration of participants

Lunch opportunity

1:45 p.m. Departure for the optional tours
e Guided tour through the Buchenwald Memorial (2:30 — 4:30 p.m.)
Thematic guided tours

e "Weimar under National Socialism" and "Weimar Jews under National So-
cialism” (Lernort Weimar) (2:30 — 4:30 p.m.)

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. ' Optional: Marketplace and open space

with coffee and tea

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. | Optional: Room of Silence

5:30-6:15p.m. | Optional: Introduction to eTwinning and funding opportunities under
Erasmus+

Annika Grul and Sabine Lioy, National Agency Erasmus+ School Education,
Germany

5:30-6:30 p.m. | Optional: Participatory and Contemplative Singing Session with Jewish
melodies

Dr. Alan Bern, Other Music Academy e.V., Weimar

7:00 p.m. Musical opening “New Yiddish Music”

Dr. Alan Bern and Mark Kovnatskiy, Duo (accordion/violin)

7:30 p.m. Round-table-dinner at the Leonardo Hotel (Goethesaal)
Erasmus+ 3 winning [l S e
Enriching lives, opening minds.



Thursday, 8" of May

8:30 —8:45a.m. Optional: Musical start of the day
Dr. Alan Bern, Other Music Academy e.V., Weimar
9:00 a.m. Welcome and opening of the Conference
Gernot Stiwitz, Director, Educational Exchange Service (Padagogischer
Austauschdienst), Germany
9:20 a.m. Keynote: "Valuing differences" - A journey to the heart of democracy
Rolf Gollob, Professor Emeritus at the Zurich University of Teacher Education
10:00 a.m. Coffee / tea break
10:30 a.m. Presentations of good practice
“History and memory: from the horrors of the Second World War to the de-
fence of human rights”
Ludovic Cherel, College Charles Baudelaire Clermont-Ferrand, France
“From school to EU”
Alessia Lazzari, Liceo Scientifico “Da Vinci” Arzignano, Italy
“Supporting students to become responsible and cultured Europeans in a
changing world - annual conferences of Model United Nations and Euro-
project Network”
Daniel Szczygiet, | Liceum Ogodlnoksztatcgce im. M. Kopernika, Poland
12:00 a.m. Lunch break
1:00 p.m. Marketplace and open space
Exhibition of examples of good practice and exchange of experiences
2:00 - Parallel workshops
4:30 p.m. a) Experience democracy in order to know democracy — Democracy is not

Individual coffee
| tea breaks

a theory. It must be practiced in everyday life as well as in schools. Rolf Gol-
lob (CH) and Gelly Aroni (EL), from the Council of Europe “Living Democ-
racy” Project will discuss and practice energizers and games on the topic of
“Living and taking part in democracy”.

b) Teaching critical thinking: tackling polarisation and keeping curiosity
alive — Join journalists Dr. Annemieke Akkermans (DE) and Jochen Span-
genberg (DE) from Lie Detectors for a deep dive into fact-checking, source
verification and learn more about media literacy.

c) How do we teach controversial issues particularly related to contested
narratives in diverse societies? — Britta Kornholt and Gitte Funch (DK),
partners in the ConCitizen project, define relevant concepts and present
practical methods to teach contested narratives and controversial issues in
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d)

9)

communities of disagreement (i.e. classrooms).

Speak Up for Democracy — Addressing Populist Challenges with Demo-
cratic Values — Sabine Roehrig-Mahhou and Katrin Echtermeyer (DE)
from Wisamar educational institute explore practical strategies for fostering
constructive dialogue and championing democratic values—both in class-
rooms and beyond!

Information disorders: how to tackle them with students? — Laure Del-
moly (FR) from the French CLEMI teacher training network showcases ex-
periences with institutionalized media literacy trainings in France and pre-
sents practical approaches and resources to empower children to become
informed citizens.

Roots, not Bridges: Shared Historical Experience as a Basis for Inter-
cultural Youth Exchange — Dr. Alan Bern (DE/US), Other Music Academy,
Weimar. How to make shared cultural roots visible and use them to
strengthen intercultural youth exchange? The workshop will include both
short video clips of projects by the Other Music Academy as well as hands-
on experience.

Counterspeech Against Right-Wing Extremism: Training Responses
and other Intervention Strategies — Alexander Geppert and Georg
Schutze (DE) from the Network for Democracy and Courage focus on devel-
oping response and intervention competencies to counter dehumanising
statements and attitudes. Participants will share their experience of right-
wing extremist rhetoric and discuss how to find appropriate responses.

5:15 p.m. Guided tour along the river lim to sites of democracy and classicism
7:00 p.m. Departure for dinner (from bus parking “Atrium”)
7:30 p.m. Dinner at "Alte Remise Tiefurt”
Musical performance by pupils from the Schloss Belvedere Music High School,
Weimar
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https://alte-remise-tiefurt.de/

Friday, 9th of May

9:00 a.m. Opening of Day 2
Speech: "Pupils‘ perspectives on international school exchange, democ-
racy, and participation in schools"
Maja Zaubitzer, Deputy Secretary General of the Federal Pupils' Conference,
Germany

9:45 a.m. Parallel project presentations — session 1

10:30 a.m. Coffee & tea break

10:45 a.m. Parallel project presentations — session 2

11:30 a.m. Open space with partner finding fair
with coffee & tea

12:30 p.m. Wrap-up and closing session

13:00 p.m. Farewell lunch buffet
End of conference
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