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Valuing differences.

A journey to the heart of democracy.
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It was so much easier, back then…
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Democracy? Just not like 

the others!
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But then…
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• 1981 Kosova: Albanian uprising

• 1985 Albania: Enver Hoxha's death

• 1988 Hungary: Kadar resigns

• 1989 Bulgaria: Zhivkov resigns

• 1989 Berlin Wall falls

• 1990 Romania: Ceausescu overthrown

• 1991 USSR and Warsaw Pact dissolved
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Democratic constitutions everywhere!
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But… mhmm…
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What is the quality of a 

democracy?
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RFCDC
Reference Framework for a Culture of Democratic Competences.
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Tolerating 

Diversity.
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Valuing 

Diversity.
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Democracy values diversity as a shared opportunity.

An important feature of democratic societies: 

Heterogeneity and pluralism. 

Pluralism: 

− Many different ways of life with different opinions, interests, goals and 

aspirations exist at the same time.

− Diversity in society is recognized. 

It is only thanks to diversity, different ways of thinking and diverse perspectives 

that we can find solutions to the problems we face. 
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Populism knows no diversity.

- Populists: The people are a homogeneous entity.

- Populists know the "only right will of the people".

- Populist perspective: Other opinions are a betrayal of the "people". 

- Only very specific lifestyles and political positions are recognized.
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The solutions are simple!
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The major challenges today:

• Ethnic conflicts and nationalism; 

• Environmental problems; 

• Population movements, migration; 

• Weakening of social cohesion;

• Distrust of political institutions;

• Worldwide pandemic;

• War in Ukraine;

• War in the Middle East;

• Fear of the future.
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Is the solution really so simple?
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Democracy:
Not in spite of, but because of!

Democracy.

Human rights.

Rule of law.
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Because it is difficult, bad, 

needed: mankind develops the 

necessary 'instruments'!
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Diversity as a strength.
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Ursus Wehrli, "Tidying up art"
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Keith Haring, "Untitled"
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Thank you!!

rolf.gollob@phzh.ch_May 8 202532


	Folie 1:    Valuing differences. A journey to the heart of democracy.  
	Folie 2
	Folie 3: It was so much easier, back then…
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7: But then…
	Folie 8
	Folie 9: Democratic constitutions everywhere!
	Folie 10
	Folie 11: But… mhmm…
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14: RFCDC Reference Framework for a Culture of Democratic Competences.
	Folie 15
	Folie 16
	Folie 17
	Folie 18
	Folie 19
	Folie 20
	Folie 21
	Folie 22
	Folie 23: Democracy values diversity as a shared opportunity.
	Folie 24:  Populism knows no diversity. 
	Folie 25: The major challenges today: 
	Folie 26
	Folie 27: Democracy: Not in spite of, but because of!
	Folie 28
	Folie 29: Diversity as a strength.
	Folie 30: Ursus Wehrli, "Tidying up art" 
	Folie 31
	Folie 32: Thank you!!

