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Agenda 

◣ eTwinning within the European School Education Network (Platform)

◣ Educational Benefits of eTwinning Projects

◣ Collaboration and its Significance for Teaching and Learning

◣ eTwinning: A Culturally Responsive Approach to Digital Collaboration

◣ Collaboration in eTwinning Projects

◣ How to Start a Project

◣ Best Practice Examples

◣ Wrap up: eTwinning - Teaching Excellence and Digital Collaboration

◣ Evening program: Ship „Cruise“ along the Rhine!
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eTwinning                  & School Education Gateway

◣ For all actors in European school 

education

◣ Resources and current topics in 

school education

◣ Professional Development  

◣ For schools and pre-school 

institutions

◣ Safe and free platform for 

collaboration 

◣ Professional Development

◣ Partner finding

◣ Attractive awards

= European School Education Platform
The platform for all actors in European school education
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Focus Areas of Erasmus+ and eTwinning:

Inclusion 

and diversity

Environment 

and climate 

goals

Digital 

transformation

Democratic 

participation  
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Erasmus+ - eTwinning synergy
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eTwinning Projects
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What is eTwinning?

eTwinning is a safe area on the

European School Education Platform for 

professional exchange & school project work

between teachers and their classes in Europe.

◣ In 27 EU member states

◣ In 17 neighbouring countries of the EU

◣ 3 countries of the European Economic Area

(Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway)

◣ Plus recently joining: Palastine and Kosovo

◣ Grand total = 45 countries and counting!…

eTwinning complements the Erasmus+ school partnerships

with an online project workspace - free of charge!
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Educational Benefits of eTwinning Projects

◣ Innovative methods of collaboration

◣ Meaningful and creative use of media

◣ Project based lessons / International project experience

◣ Exciting and motivating for students

◣ Authentic foreign language learning

◣ Developing information communication technology (ICT) skills 
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Defining Collaboration:

“Collaboration (from Latin col- "with" + laborare "to labor", "to 

work") is the process of two or more people, entities or 

organizations working together to complete a task or achieve a 

goal.”

Collaborative learning, however, is much more than this. 

(Marinez-Moyano, I. J. Exploring the Dynamics of Collaboration in Interorganizational Settings, Ch. 4, p. 83, in Schuman (Editor). Creating a 

Culture of Collaboration. Jossey-bass, 2006. ISBN 0-7879-8116-8, quoted from Wikipedia)

http://www.culture-of-collaboration.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-7879-8116-8
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Digital Collaboration
Cooperation vs. Collaboration

https://innosabi.com/2015/10/06/virtuelle-kollaboration-definition-grafik/

Last access: 6 June 2021
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Collaborative Learning

◣ Focus on joint work process

◣ Problem solving via communication between all team members 

◣ All team members know and understand the task and have the same 
level of knowledge

◣ Personal responsibility 

◣ Willingness to discuss, mutual support, ability to compromise

◣ Communicate, structure and advocate own ideas
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Collaboration as part of the 4 C‘s

1. Critical Thinking

2. Creativity

3. Collaboration

4. Communication
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21st century classrooms are diverse!

◣Culture 

◣ Socioeconomic situation

◣ Ethnic background

◣Gender Identity

◣ Learning differentiation (spoken/written language, mathematical
calculation, attention span, coordination of movement…)

◣People with physical disabilities, visual impairments or mental health

conditions

◣Other (fashion styles = creative expression)
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eTwinning: A Culturally Responsive Approach to Digital 

Collaboration

“Culturally responsive teaching means using students’ customs,

characteristics, experience, and perspectives as tools for better

classroom instruction.”

Geneva Gay, 2000 (American researcher of Education)

eTwinning assists teachers to establish an inclusive learning environment in their classroom

based on respect and tolerance, which boosts students’ engagement to contribute to their

learning community.
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Step 1: Establishing a Learning Community in your Classroom

◣ Supports students to find their strengths, “super 

powers,” develop their skills, become lifelong learners

and critical thinkers.

- Cultural share: culture box 

- Team building: Belbin team roles (see slide 16) ->   

raising learner engagement

- Interpersonal Communication: DISC 4 birds!

◣ Is Learner centered

◣ Sets the scene for empathetic, respectful, inclusive, 

collaborative work!
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Creating your Class Community: Belbin Team Roles
BELBIN Team Role Circle | PDF | Learning | Psychological Concepts (scribd.com) / Team Role Summary Descriptions (belbin.com)

https://de.scribd.com/document/475776968/BELBIN-Team-Role-Circle
https://www.belbin.com/media/2307/belbin-team-role-summary-descriptions.pdf
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Interpersonal Communication

◣ The process by which people exchange information, feelings, and 

meaning through verbal and non-verbal messages.

◣ It is face-to-face communication

◣ The focus is not on what is actually said but how it is said expressed

via tone of voice, facial expressions, gestures and body language.
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The DISC Theory of Interpersonal Communication:  William Moulton Marston

◣ Book:

◣ Emotions of

Normal People

(1928)
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Fun Fact: Creator of Wonder Woman, 1941
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Step 2: International Collaboration via eTwinning

Setting the scene for collaborative project work at an international 

level and students are ready to go!
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Effects on Teachers‘ Skills

European Commission, European 

Education and Culture Executive Agency, 

Gilleran, A., eTwinning in an era of change : 

impact on teachers’ practice, skills, and 

professional development opportunities, as 

reported by eTwinners : summary report 

2019, Scimeca, S.(editor), Wastiau, 

P.(editor), Publications Office, 2020, 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2797/773971

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2797/773971
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Effects of eTwinning 

on Students‘ 

Work and Learning 

Practices

European Commission, European Education and 

Culture Executive Agency, Gilleran, A., eTwinning in 

an era of change : impact on teachers’ practice, 

skills, and professional development opportunities, 

as reported by eTwinners : summary report 2019, 

Scimeca, S.(editor), Wastiau, P.(editor), 

Publications Office, 2020, 

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2797/773971

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2797/773971
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TwinSpace = Safe online classroom

➔ Customized for each project

➔ Cooperation and exchange with other schools

(incl. pupils) 

➔ Default setting of the TwinSpace: limited to the project group
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How to get started

1. Create an EU-Login EU-Login-ACCOUNT

2. Register for eTwinning

3. Find project partners

4. Create an eTwinning project: At the 

beginning there are always 2 founders

5. Once the project is approved you can 

start with collaborative activities in your 
own online classroom „TwinSpace“ 

6. More partners can join

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi
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Collaboration opportunities in the TwinSpace

◣ Organisation

(material storage, archive, member administration
with different roles)

◣ Documentation of collaboration
(latest updates, pages)
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Collaboration opportunities in the TwinSpace cont.

◣ Communication – synchronous and asynchronous

▪ Forum 

▪ TwinBoard (coming soon…not available yet)

▪ Chat

▪ Video conference (Big blue button)

▪ Teacher bulletin
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Collaborative Tools in the TwinSpace

◣ Collaborative internal tools

▪ TwinBoards
▪ Polls

▪ Communication channels

Collaborative external tools

▪ Interactive tasks (LearningApps, Quizlet, etc.)

▪ Collaborative writing (EtherPad, Framapad, Googledocs, 
etc.)

▪ Finding decisions (Tricider, Dotstorming, Framadate, etc.)

▪ Collecting ideas / Feedback (Wordclouds, etc.)

▪ Visualisation (Mindmaps etc. )
▪ Evaluation (Mentimeter etc.)

▪ Creating quizzes, comics, tutorials …

▪ More examples

https://view.genial.ly/5ec4f75cf71e5d0d9161a82e
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eTwinning Projects: Examples of Best Practice

◣ Paola Schettin: 

„To bee or not to bee – it

depends on us“

◣ Beate Vollmer: 

„Music on the Agenda“

◣ Stefan Koböke

„Young European Founders“
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eTwinning Annual Theme 2023
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Wrap-up

◣eTwinning supports Teaching Excellence and Digital Collaboration!
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Pedagogical Exchange Service (PAD) of the Standing 

Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs

National Agency Erasmus+ School Education

eTwinning Helpdesk

Graurheindorfer Straße 157, D - 53117 Bonn

Tel. 0800-389 466 464 (free hotline)

eTwinning@kmk.org

www.kmk-pad.org

http://www.kmk-pad.org/
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The Evening Program:

◣A Ship „Cruise“ along the Rhine!
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Are we Boarding the Pacific Princess? 
a.k.a. The Love Boat!

„Come aboard, we‘re expecting you!“ 

… nö, not this time …

The Love Boat - Jack Jones - Remastered - Theme Song : Free 

Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive

https://archive.org/details/tvtunes_13551
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How about the Dream Ship?  

a.k.a. Das Traumschiff!

…okay, getting closer!

Traumschiff Thema – YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBI8WXLaB_o
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The Rhine Princess!
a.k.a. the networking ship for 
future collaboration! 

Meet in the front entry @18:45!
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